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(1). Religious Education

(2). Exclusivism

(3). Comparative manner

(4). teaching in religious beliefs

(5). teaching about religious beliefs
(6). Comparative

(7). secularization

(8). Informational Revolution

(9). Globalization

(20). postmodernism

(11). Pluralism in Religious Education
(12). Secularization of Education
(13). Cocfessional Model

(14). John L. Elias

(15). Objective / Comparative manner
(16). spiritual education

(17). Bigger

(18). Elkins

(19). teaching about

(20). Instructing in

(21). Education by religion

(22). Education about religion

(23). The Highest Common Factor Model
(24). Objective teaching of Religion
(25). Cox, Edwin.

(26). Ninian Smart

(27). Hull, Jhon

(28). Hill, Brian

(29).Paul Hirst

(30). Religious Pluralism

(32). Inclusivism

(32). Tolerance

(33).indoctrination

(34). Philosophical analysis or analytical philosophy
(35). Effective Teaching
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An Assessment of Comparative Study of Religions in Religious
Education™

Sayyid Nagi Musavi**

Abstract

In the early twentieth century, “teaching comparative religions and religious
education” was favored as a recommended approach in the United States and
Europe. “Teaching and studying about religions” replaced “teaching and
studying religion” in the scientific circles and communities. The present study,
using citation method, has gathered different views to justify and explain
comparative instruction. It has used philosophical analysis (analysis of term
and statement) to assess the efficiency of this approach in religious education.
Thus, after explaining comparative instruction, the subject-matter has been
assessed in three parts: 1. Infrastructural observations: This section has
focused on three relevant areas such as religious and epistemic pluralism,
considering religion as unscientific and freedom of beliefs. 2. Observations
with the analysis of the concept of “teaching and studying comparative
religions”. The writer is of the view that the conceptual elements of
“comparative instruction” have not been properly explained. A
comprehensive analysis of it will reveal diverse forms of presumable religious
education which all have the same rule. Prescribing “comparative instruction”
in some cases is useless, counterproductive or unreasonable. 3. Super-
structural observations: In this section as many as ten theoretical and practical
disadvantages of “‘comparative instruction” have been pointed out.
Keywords: religious education, comparative instruction, teaching and
studying religion, teaching about religion.
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